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Manrique had been away six weeks. No doubt before his depar-
ture he had instructed the faithful how to explain his absence. It
was now May 1654, and the monsoon was near its breaking. He
took an early opportunity of letting himself be seen at Court.
There very queer things were going on and he heard some
rumour of them. We have already given indications of Thiri-thu-
dhamma's state of mind. Readers may have begun to ask them-
selves whether he were not mad. If they have not already put this
question, they will certainly put it now.
It seems that during the fine season a Mohammedan had visited
Mrauk-u? a man who declared that he had made the pilgrimage to
Mecca and who passed himself off as a doctor and the possessor of
occult secrets. He effected a number of cures and acquired the
reputation of a master of magic. News of what he claimed to be
able to do reached the King's ears and he was summoned to Court.
What transpired at their first meeting we do not know, but by the
time Manrique was back from the mountains, the Doctor, as we
shall call him, for we may be quite sure that the Arakanese referred
to him by their term Saragri, was well established in the King's
confidence. Then, or perhaps after the break of the rains, Thiri-
thu-dhamma will have spoken to him of his situation as he con-
ceived it. We already know its elements. On the credit side was
the Mahamum and the White Elephant,' huge cloudy symbols of a
high romance', which pointed to world conquest and world salva-
tion. But the possession of these Jems was not sufficient alone to
carry him there, or else Razagri or his father Minkha Maung
would have preceded him. Rather they were pointers, showing
what might be done, what could lawfully be done. Yet, to succeed
in the world of appearances right action must be taken. The Jems
of themselves would not bring him to glory. But Ms people were
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